
What is the real issue?

We are guilty of seeking to find our identity in

We worship the idol of man’s approval and being

We look for satisfaction in friendships rather

Our focus is on the temporary comfort of fitting

We have believed the lie that Jesus is not enough.

We have lost sight of eternity and are living for the

present.

      our relationships rather than in Jesus. 

      accepted by others rather than worshiping the 

      Savior.

      than in the Lord Himself.

      in rather than on the eternal joy of knowing Christ  

      and having Him live out His life and purpose 

      through us. 
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 “An idol is anything or anyone

that captures our hearts, minds,

and affections more

than God. Even a good thing, when

wanted too much, becomes an

idol…Idolatry

is…what you long for, what your

heart is set on.”

Brad Bigney

When You Don't 

We were created as relational beings

Genesis 3:18—God said it wasn’t good for man to be

alone, so He created woman

1 Corinthians 12--As believers we’re part of the

body of Christ, the family of God.

W h y  d o  w e  w a n t  t o  f i t  i n ?

Desire becomes idolatry

Idolatry

1 Corinthians 12--As believers we’re part of the

body of Christ, the family of God.

Is it possible to make an idol out of your desire to

fit in?

Fit in 

What if we weren’t made to fit in, but rather, to stand out?



Identity

John 13:3--He knew who He was.

He knew where He had come from and the

implications of that—all He possessed because of

who He was.

Philippians 2:5-11--He may have chosen to lay

aside His rights for a season on earth, but that

didn’t mean He wasn’t still God.

W h a t  d i d  J e s u s  k n o w  t h a t  e n a b l e d  H i m  t o
j o y f u l l y  l i v e  w h e r e  H e  d i d n ’ t  f i t  i n ?

Sometimes when you follow Jesus,

you won’t fit in with the “religious

system” either. You’ll have to

choose to either fit in or to stand

out.

He didn’t fit in—He stood out

Mark 3:20-21—Because He was so different in

focus and mission, His own people thought He

was crazy.

Matthew 12--He didn’t fit in with the religious

system of His day.

John 4—He didn't fit in with cultural norms, and

even His own disciples didn't understand Him.

John 13:1-7

J e s u s ’  e x a m p l e

Eternity

John 13:1—“knowing that His hour had come that

He would depart out of this world to the Father…”

Jesus had an eternal perspective.

Where are you seeking

to find your identity? 

When we find our

identity in Christ, then

we have the freedom to

follow Him . 

It can feel

uncomfortable, but

we’re not called to be

comfortable--we’re

called to follow Jesus, to

stand out from the

crowd. 

When we know who we

are and where we’re

going, our purpose

becomes higher and our

perspective becomes

eternal.

How is God calling you

to stand out for the sake

of His kingdom?

 Do you know who you are? 

 

 How many people’s lives did Jesus touch because He chose not to fit in, 

but to stand out?  What about you? How have you seen God work through

you when you chose to stand out from the crowd?

 

Do you know what time it is?  Where is your focus—on eternity, or on the

things of earth? When you go about your day, are you asking the Lord how

He wants to use you for His eternal kingdom?

Destiny

John 13:3--He knew where He was going.

He had a greater purpose that far surpassed the

short-term satisfaction of fitting in with His

friends and loved ones.

Freedom

He was free to follow His Father’s will even when

others didn’t understand.

He was free to love and serve even Judas. 

His focus was clear.


