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PARENT DEVOTIONS
INTRODUCTION
Parents,
Thanks for allowing your student to attend camp! We want students to look back on
their time at camp as a spiritual marker—a time when God did something big in their
lives.
These devotions are a resource for the Lord to speak to you through the same
Scriptures that He is using to speak to your student. This material will help you better
understand what your child is studying and experiencing at camp. Allow the Lord to
use this material to stir and move you. Use it to ask questions when you talk with him
on the phone and when she returns home.
We pray this time away from your teenager will be an awesome time of rest, reflection,
and renewal for you and a time of fun, growth, and change for your student.
The FUGE Camps Team
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OPENING DAY: MATCHLESS ONE
Take a moment to breathe deeply. Spend time in prayer asking God to show Himself to
you today and this upcoming week.
Congratulations! If you are reading this, then you have successfully gotten your student
off to camp. After what probably seems like months of fundraising, attending meetings,
and completing forms and packing, the day has come. No matter how old your student
is, today is a big day filled with a whirlwind of emotions for each of you.
Your child is asking questions such as:
● Will I make new friends?
● Do I get to share a room with someone I know?
● Will I have fun?
As a parent, your practical questions are:
● Did they remember their toothpaste?
● Did we pack all the stuff they will need?
● Did I send them with enough money? (As much as they need, of course. As
much as they would like . . . probably not!)
While all these questions are seemingly important, we make a mistake by overlooking
the most important thing that can happen in a teenager’s life when that student spends
a week at FUGE Camps. Have you thought about this:
Will my teenager encounter Jesus, maybe for the first time or perhaps in a new way?
At FUGE Camps, our tagline is “life-changing” camps, and we desire for students to go
home different than when they arrived at camp.
What are your expectations for these next few days while your student is away?
For your student:

For yourself:
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Our theme this summer is Matchless One.
The Bible is filled with stories of ordinary people God used in extraordinary ways to
teach character and truth. Through Isaac’s life, we learn about sacrifice. Joseph’s life
shows us the hard-fought beauty of forgiveness and reconciliation. Abraham’s story
teaches us about obedience and forgiveness. From Esther, we learn how to be bold
and courageous and take risks. One person in Scripture is the full and complete
embodiment of every good trait any other character ever displayed: Jesus. He is the
Matchless One. Our study this week will be on the lives of these well-known Old
Testament characters and how the story of Jesus is foreshadowed in their lives.
Grab your Bible and turn to John 1:1-5. Take a moment to read those verses aloud.
Write your own version of this passage below.

These verses in John 1 point to the divine nature of Jesus. They emphasize His role as
the messenger of the Father; they highlight that He is the only way to the Father; and
they stress the impact of personal testimony in bringing others to follow Jesus. He is
life and light. He is the Matchless One.
Spend time praying that your child will get rid of any distractions and allow God to
work in his life these next few days. Then, spend time praying that you will use this
time to gain new perspectives and grow in your walk with the Lord.
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DAY 1: MATCHLESS SACRIFICE
Isaac and Jesus
Open your Quiet Time with a word of prayer. Ask God to teach you something new
about sacrifice today.
What is your definition of “sacrifice”?
What sacrifices did you and your family make to send your student to camp?
For your student to be at camp, so many sacrifices have been made. There is the
obvious sacrifice of family time. Perhaps your teenager may be missing a large
sporting event. You had to pay money for them to attend camp, which meant you
sacrificed in some other area.
Read Genesis 22:1-14.
In these verses, we see Abraham offering up a major sacrifice. If you are unfamiliar,
Abraham had a son named Isaac after years of waiting on God to give him and his
barren wife a child. In Genesis 12 God had met with Abraham and told him that he—
the father of none—would be the father of many nations. Then, ten chapters later, we
find Abraham ready to sacrifice his son in obedience to God’s command. As crazy as it
seems, Abraham set out to do just what God told him to do.
The biblical stories we remember are usually told through the lens of children.
However, when commentators tell us the story of Isaac, they believed him to be
somewhere between the ages of 20 and 37. Think about it:
● He knew what was being asked of him.
● He carried the wood.
● He noticed the missing elements of sacrifice.
When we read the story of Abraham’s sacrifice of Isaac, we can easily see Abraham as
a representation of God the Father (John 3:16). It is important for us not to miss Isaac
as a Christ figure who lays down his life (John 10:18). At the last minute, God provided
a ram as a substitute for Isaac. Jesus became that substitute in our place as the
sacrificial lamb.
Sacrifice is only sacrifice when it comes with a cost. The entire sacrificial system cost
the one offering the sacrifice. The poor brought birds to sacrifice. The wealthier
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brought bulls, goats, and the like. All of these sacrifices were foreshadowing the
fullness of time where God’s Messiah—Jesus—would take the sins of the world on
Himself as a sacrificial offering. He became sin who knew none so that we might
become the righteousness of God.
Read Mark 15:21-37.
In these verses, we see a depiction of Jesus’s death on the cross. Why was
Jesus’s crucifixion necessary?
Sin must be atoned for by the spilling of blood. In the Old Testament, the Israelites
practiced animal sacrifice. Can you imagine having to slaughter an unblemished animal
to cover your sins on a regular basis? Jesus came as the ultimate blood sacrifice for
our sins.
Our ability to enter a relationship with God came with a cost. We do not enter a
relationship with God through our sacrifice but through His. We—as followers of
Jesus—can respond to Jesus laying His life down by living for Him sacrificially. Our
whole faith is based on sacrifice, and sacrifice has a cost. In addition, sacrifice is a
choice. Jesus could have chosen to save Himself and NOT to die on the cross, but He
made the decision to do this for us to show His love for us.
How does Jesus’s death on the cross for your sins impact your life?
What sacrifices have you made as a parent?
As a follower of Christ?
What did these cost you?
In what ways were the sacrifices worth it in the end?
What are some things that you might be holding onto that you need to sacrifice to
Him?
Are you willing to sacrifice that today? Yes No
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What steps can you take to live sacrificially for Christ in the days ahead?
What steps can you take to help your child do the same so, as a family, you are
making sacrifices for Christ?
Abraham was ready to sacrifice his son Isaac, but God provided a ram. The priests
were required to make sacrifices for the sins of the people. These were foreshadowing
the sacrifice God provided in Jesus’s death on the cross for the sins of humankind. We
must live sacrificially for Christ.
Pray that God’s sacrificial love will call many teenagers who don’t yet know Him to
Himself during this week.
Pray that God will teach the teenagers who already believe much more this week as
they learn to make sacrifices for Christ's sake.
Pray that the hope of Jesus—a hope we know through His sacrificial death on the
cross—will lead you to see all of life’s decisions through the lens of “laying down your
life.”
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DAY 2: MATCHLESS FORGIVENESS
Joseph and Jesus
Say a quick prayer to open your Quiet Time, asking the Lord to reveal Himself to you
and His truths about forgiveness.
How would you define forgiveness?
How would you define reconciliation?
What is the difference between forgiveness and reconciliation?
Forgiveness is freeing someone from the debt of whatever offense they committed
against you. It is foregoing the right to get even. Forgiveness focuses on the problem,
while reconciliation focuses on the relationship.
Read Genesis 37:3-4,18-28; 39:1-6; 41:46-49,53-57; 42:1-26; 45:1-14.
When most of us think of Joseph, we think of the coat of many colors. Though
incredibly important, that is just the beginning of the story. Because of his brothers’
jealousy and hatred, they abandoned Joseph and sold him into slavery. However, God
used that to provide for His people. Joseph was bought by Potiphar, found favor with
him, and was put in charge of his household. Joseph interpreted a dream in prison,
which led to him interpreting a dream for Pharaoh. God provided wisdom to Joseph so
that he was able to store up grain for the years of famine. He opened the storehouses
so people could come and get the grain. Joseph provided for and forgave his brothers
and invited them to live close to him, which is a sign of reconciliation.
Read John 20:1-18.
Jesus came to earth to bring forgiveness. He lived a perfect life and died on the cross
as the ultimate sacrifice for our sins. He was buried, but three days later He arose from
the grave, overcoming death. Through His resurrection from the dead, Jesus
reconciled us to the Father, covering our sin and redeeming us so that we can have a
relationship with the Father.
The story of Joseph has many similarities with the story of Jesus. Both Joseph and
Jesus were:
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●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Loved by the Father
Mocked by their brothers
Sold for silver
Stripped of a robe
Delivered up to the Gentiles
Falsely accused
Tempted but faithful
Imprisoned
Brought before a ruler
Acknowledged by those in authority

Furthermore, both:
● Saved rebellious brothers from death
● Are exalted after and through humiliation
● Fulfilled God’s purpose through suffering no one would want
● Were used by God to bless His people through the Gentiles
● Welcomed Gentiles to be part of their family
● Fed the hungry
● Have people bow before them
At the heart of each story is the story of forgiveness. We see Joseph forgive his
brothers who left him for dead. We cannot know or understand the love God has for
humanity apart from His forgiveness expressed to us on the cross of Jesus that was
foreshadowed in the story of Joseph. We have been reconciled to God in Christ
because of His incomparable forgiveness.
Today, your student is processing this message of forgiveness. If you are in
relationship with Christ, it would be great for you to do so as well.
What mistakes and sins do you need to repent to God and ask for forgiveness
over?
With whom do you need forgiveness and reconciliation? Write the person’s name
below and commit to take steps for this to happen.
For what do you need to forgive yourself? This one is often the most difficult.
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Who in your life needs the forgiveness of Christ? Write the person’s name below
and commit to pray.
Consider your relationship with your child. Is there any forgiveness or
reconciliation needed? If so, be prepared and ready to address it when he gets
home from camp.
Pray and thank the Lord for the forgiveness you are offered in Christ. Ask God to shape
the heart of your student and allow her (and you!) to have Christ’s attitude toward
those who have wronged you. Pray through the answers to your questions above.
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DAY 3: MATCHLESS OBEDIENCE
Abraham and Jesus
Pray and ask God to do a new thing in you today. Ask Him to reveal Himself to you in
brand-new ways as you dive deeper into His Word and the topic of obedience. Take
this time to be intentional in your relationship with Him.
What is another word for “obedience”?
Who are authority figures in your life?
How do you respond to their authority?
What are your expectations when it comes to your child(ren) obeying you?
Read Genesis 12:1-9; 15:1-21.
In Chapter 12, we are introduced to Abram, who gets his name changed to Abraham.
Abraham followed God’s plan and left his life as he knew it to relocate his family to
Canaan. He obeyed God’s directions. It appears that he did not question or ponder; he
just did it. And it should also be noted that he was seventy-five years old when he
responded to the call of God and left Haran. Back in those days, this was about midlife. This is proof that God can and wants to use us no matter our age.
Abraham knew the importance of spending time with the Lord and worshiping Him. He
chose to praise God for His leading and direction, and he built altars that also served
as the first witness of the true God in the land of Canaan and as evidence that the land
was being claimed for God.
God promised and in Chapter 15, He delivered. Even though Abraham was old with no
children, because of his obedience, God established a covenant with him that his
descendants would become a great nation. Abraham’s reward for his obedience was
great. His offspring would be too many to count, he would have a long life, and he
would experience peace at the end of his life. We must be obedient and remain faithful
to God’s work in our lives.
Read Luke 4:1-13.
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Jesus was obedient to God’s leading in His life. When Satan tempted Him in the
desert, He remained true to God. He resolved to live a perfect life on earth, to die on
the cross, and to be raised again for the salvation of all humanity.
Christ did not just pass through all the trials and tribulations of being a human. Christ
did not even just walk through the various sacrifices. Jesus went through all the trials
and temptations (Luke 4:1-13) and was obedient to the point of being our sacrifice. Our
obedience is not what causes Him to love us; His obedience is what enables us to love
Him.
Today, your child is wrestling with daily obedience. He or she is thinking through the
depths of God’s immeasurable love and what that not only leads to but what God’s
love allows. Pray that he or she would know God loves them because of the hope we
have found in Jesus.
As a parent, you ultimately want your kids to obey the Lord and walk with Him daily. It
is really important for our kids to see us model that.
How is the Lord working in your life and how do you need to respond in
obedience?
If you are struggling to be obedient, what is keeping you from obeying?
How are you attempting to address this disobedience?
What are ways you can be asking God to show your child how to be obedient in
following Jesus today?
How can you come alongside your child to help him to be obedient in putting his
faith into daily practice?
Pray and ask God to shape your heart for the things of His kingdom and to be obedient
in living out your faith. Ask Him to help you as you lead your child to do the same.
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DAY 4: MATCHLESS RISK
Esther and Jesus
Start with prayer and ask God to open you up to what He can teach you about taking
risks as you go through today’s devotion.
When was the last time you took a risk of any kind?
How did it turn out?
Read Esther 2:5-10,15-18; 5:1-8; 8:1-13.
In every way, Esther was sitting pretty. The Bible tells us that she was beautiful. As a
matter of fact, she was the most beautiful woman in all the land. She was sitting in a
pretty house—the King’s house. She was also sitting pretty because King Ahasuerus
had chosen her to be his wife. Risk did not even have to be part of her vocabulary.
For Esther, there was absolutely no reason to risk everything. Life was good. She
spoke the Persian language; no one ever had to know she was Jewish. Yet, there came
a point where Esther had an opportunity to impact the literal future of her people. And
her people (though He is not mentioned) were God’s people.
Esther knew that going before the king when not called could be a death sentence.
She had to choose between preserving her own life and going before the king to save
the lives of the Hebrews. Esther had to be brave and have courage to take this risk.
She once again found favor and the king said she could have whatever she asked.
Esther took another risk and approached and addressed the King a second time.
Through this step, God used Esther to save His people, the Jews. Esther used the
authority she was given for a higher purpose and not for her own gain. She advocated
for others when she was comfortable in the palace with everything she needed.
Read Luke 4:31-36.
Jesus healed a man with a demonic spirit on the Sabbath, which was against the
Jewish law. He used His authority over the evil spirit for His kingdom. Jesus was
different from the religious leaders of the time. He was willing to go against the cultural
norms.
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Jesus showed favor to those who needed it— the marginalized, outcasts, not popular,
sick, and needy. He was not concerned with the Mosaic Law. He came to fulfill the
Law.
Read Luke 19:45-48.
The temple had become a marketplace, and Jesus could not take His Father’s house
being used in that way. He took a stand to reclaim the temple for its real purpose. He
was willing to take risks whenever and wherever to extend the love and grace of God.
Jesus went against the status quo, tradition, and the religious leaders in order to
spread the gospel. Jesus did not care about what others thought but only what the
Father wanted. Since He was willing to risk it all for us, we must be ready to step out in
faith and do His work.
What does taking a risk for Christ look like? How can you muster the courage to
act when the situation is risky?
How might God want to use you in the future?
How open and willing to do what He wants are you, even if it requires risk?
How can you prepare yourself to help your child take risks for the Lord, if that
becomes an option for her?
Pray and ask God to make you aware of the opportunities that He has given you to
participate in kingdom advancement.
Pray that God would make you keenly aware of your student’s spiritual needs and give
you opportunities to have conversations about this when she gets home.
Pray that Jesus would continue to give you opportunities to serve as a reminder of the
hope of His gospel in the lives of your teenager’s friends and their families.
Pray and ask the Lord to continually remind you that you never stop needing H
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CLOSING DAY: MATCHLESS ONE
Open this time in prayer, thanking God for the past few days He has been working in
your life and the life of your teen(s). Ask for travel mercies for your church group as
they make the journey home from camp.
For so many students, today is huge. The Lord has used His Word through Bible Study
leaders, camp pastors, and worship leaders and at recreation or on ministry sites. God
has shown Himself to be matchless as He met with your student through the power of
His Word and the presence of His Spirit. They have a bag packed full of FUGE Camps
stuff, a t-shirt from a conference center or a college, and dirty laundry (so much dirty
laundry). Hopefully, your student has heard God in the shout that is camp.
What now? How do you compete with that? How do any of us?
One of my favorite stories in the Bible is a little strange—1 Kings 19. Take time to read
it now.
Though he had just won a major victory against the prophets of Baal, Elijah fled for fear
of what Jezebel was doing to God’s prophets and wanted to do to him. He fled to
Mount Horeb—the Mountain of God (the same place believed to be where Abraham
attempted to offer up Isaac).
Jezebel wanted him dead. She had had enough of this “troubler of Israel.” She went so
far to say, “I want my gods to kill me, if I don’t kill you.” Rough day. Weird request.
Elijah fled to the wilderness and asked God to take his life. The Lord sent an angel to
meet with him and then sent the following:
A mighty wind . . . though the Lord is not in the wind.
He then sends an earthquake . . . the Lord is not there either.
Then the Lord sends a fire . . . but He is not in that.
All these events are attention grabbing. They would have caught your eye. God could
have been in any of them . . . but He wasn’t.
God was in the whisper.
God was in the still, small voice that spoke to Elijah.
God offered comfort and hope and—this time, anyway—it did not come with
spectacle.
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Years later, Jesus was with Peter, John, and James (the Bible’s Big Three of Disciples).
As they were sleeping, Elijah and Moses appeared alongside Jesus. Peter wanted to
build a shrine but was told to ignore the other two and to pay attention and listen to
Jesus.
In their presence, Jesus had done both the miraculous and the mundane. He had cast
out demons and healed sick women and dead girls. He told stories that entertained the
hearers and puzzled the overhearers. He had told them to take up a cross, and He
would eventually offer a Passover meal. In this momentous moment, even these three
did not know who He really was.
Then things were as they were. Jesus appeared normal again.
Take heart, parents. If for some reason your student missed Jesus in the beautiful,
sweaty, worship-filled, recreation and mission-driven week that is a FUGE Camp, know
that the Jesus they heard taught of and the Bible that points to Him are just as useful
and impactful on a Tuesday afternoon on the way home from practice.
He is the Son. He is the goal. He is the Matchless One. Listen to and follow Him.
Pray, thanking Jesus for being the Matchless One and for working in your life. Ask Him
to continue to work in your family and to help you to be the parent needed to show
Him to your kids and those in your area of influence.
Be sure to spend time with your child(ren) hearing about what they learned and what
decisions they made at camp. Share how the Lord has moved you this week, too.
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